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The Women's Health Alliance today applauds Senate Minority Leader Malcolm Smith and the Senate Democrats for supporting the Reproductive Health and Privacy Protection Act.  The Alliance for Women’s Health consists of more than thirty-five organizations and advocates working to achieve optimal health for every woman in New York State. This statewide partnership champions policies and legislation that promote public health, eliminate health disparities, and improve access to quality health care.

 

In the wake of the outrageous Supreme Court decision declaring that women's health does not matter, New York State is standing up and saying in no uncertain terms that WOMEN’S HEALTH MATTERS!

 

Taking the opposite tactic of the nine states that have already seen the decision as a dangerous invitation to restrict abortion rights, New York is - instead - proudly working to codify a woman's right to access safe and legal abortion in the state public health code.  Under the leadership of Governor Eliot Spitzer, this legislation will establish clear policies that protect a woman's health and reproductive rights by replacing confusing penal code provisions with more contemporary language that reflects current medical practice and existing New York State policy.

 

In 1970, New York was one of the first states in the nation to permit safe and legal abortion - even before Roe v. Wade.  Our state law was a groundbreaking step in protecting women's health and reducing maternal morbidity.  Three decades later, New York is once again taking leadership in protecting a woman's right to make decisions about her health and reproductive future.

 

New York must now move swiftly to pass this strong law protecting the fundamental right of a woman, with her health provider, to make private reproductive health decisions. The threat to women's health and privacy, as shown by the recent dangerous Supreme Court decision, is great. We call upon every lawmaker in Albany to join the Governor, Senator Smith, the Senate Democrats and our overwhelming pro-choice majority in New York, to protect the right of women-not politicians-to make these most private medical decisions.
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